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Franciscan Friar Staff When the celebration of the paschal mystery of Lent is
ended, a new liturgical day begins, the Easter Triduum. The
shortest of seasons—Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy
Saturday—are more like one long day. The Triduum
commences with the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper,
reaches its zenith in the Easter Vigil, and closes with Evening
Prayer on Easter Sunday. We continue to give thanks for God’s
saving mercy during the fifty days of the Easter season, which
concludes on Pentecost Sunday. The paschal mystery is too
full of meaning for one day, three days, or even fifty. We need
a lifetime to remember and rejoice.

So what has brought us to this Easter day? On Holy
Thursday we gathered at the table of the Lord: women and
men, young and old, yellow and brown, black and white. We
remembered the Lord’s Supper, a sacred feast for all
generations. Though the doors of our hearts may be tarnished
with sin, we were called to leave this bondage and venture
forth to a new life that God will show us, each in his or her own
way.

It is the Lord who gives us this “pass-over” from death
to life. He offers his body and blood to all who gather in faith
with him. “Do this in memory of me,” he tells us. In this sharing
of bread and wine, we offer our own flesh and blood, broken
and poured out for one another. A new mandate is given: “Love
one another as I have loved you.” Because he loves us, Jesus
shows us how to love. He strips himself of power and authority
and humbly stoops to wash our feet mired in the filth of life’s
journey. We protest our unworthiness; we do not understand
what he is doing, but if we want to share his mission, we must
be washed clean in the font of new life.

On Good Friday we gathered at the cross. We stood
wordless before the suffering servant who was afflicted, pierced,
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and crushed for our sins. He bears our
infirmities—cancer, heart disease, AIDS,
Alzheimer’s. He bears our offenses—racism,
militarism, sexism, classism. This Lamb was led
to the slaughter of war, hostilities, and terrorism.
This High Priest can sympathize with our
weakness because he lived in human flesh,
tempted in every way that we are. We can
approach him with confidence, knowing how
we fail to obey his command to love as he loved
us.

On Friday we stood with Peter,
remembering the times we denied knowing the
Lord, the times we refused to let the fire of his
love transform our cold hearts. We stood with
Pilate asking, “What is truth?” Trapped in our
own ignorance, prejudice, and alienation, we
refuse to look beyond our small circles to the
wideness of God’s community. We stood with
the political and military leaders who abuse their
power. We stood with the ones who cry,
“Crucify him!” at those trapped in poverty,
crime, addiction, and abuse. We stood with
Mary and John and all who need our
compassion and care. We stood with everyone
who bears their wounds and prays for
resurrection in the midst of death.

Last night we gathered in darkness at
the tomb, our senses inundated with new life—
the paschal fire, the Easter candle, exultant
voices singing, “Rejoice!” We listened to
familiar stories from the beginning when God
spoke to the darkness: “Let there be light!”
Just as God’s word calmed the troubled waters
of creation, we prayed that our disordered
world would be reordered by God’s peace.
We heard God tell Abraham: “Take your only
son whom you love and offer him as a
sacrifice.” We prayed for all who suffer from
the holocaust of intolerance. We walked in
newness of life with Moses and we dare to
dream that justice can become a reality for all.

God invites all who thirst for faith: “Come to
the water! I will sprinkle clean water on you to
cleanse you of all your sins.”

We stood with all the Elect around the
world ready to plunge into the waters, baptized
into his death. If we die with Christ, we believe
we will also live with him. Christ is not in the
darkness of despair; he is alive in the light of
God’s truth. With Peter and John, we look in
the empty tomb, and we believe.

And here we are at Easter. I do not
know what kind of day we have today as far as
temperature and precipitation is concerned
since I have to prepare these thoughts at least a
week ahead of time, but I do know that weather-
wise we have turned the corner from blustery
winter to breezy spring. Often, especially when
Easter occurs a bit later than this year, we have
tulips, daffodils and crocuses coming up and
sometimes even beginning to bloom. We can
see the trees and shrubs beginning to bud if we
look closely enough. The grass is slowly turning
from deadly brown to healthy green as the spring
rains nourish the soil. New life is springing up
all around us.

Nature truly helps us to understand the
reality of what we celebrate at Easter. Just as
this new life surrounds us in our yards, our parks,
and our neighborhoods, so the new life of the
Risen Christ proclaims that we have been
redeemed from our sinfulness and given new
life, a life begun in Baptism and continuing each
and every day of our earthly existence. Just as
the life of nature ebbs and flows as the seasons
change, so too our life in Christ can ebb and
flow as we either accept and grow in the life we
have been offered by God or we choose a path
other than the one laid out by our gracious God
and Savior Jesus Christ. Hopefully the vast
majority of times we choose the former rather
than the latter.



Monday,  April 5
12:10   * Div & Sep (C)

* Financial - Wills (B)
5:00    *  Men’s Group (A)
5:30 * Young Adults

Tuesday,  April 6
12:10 * Debt. Anonymous (C)
5:30 * Legion of Mary (P)

* Legal Aid (mez)

Wednesday,  April 7
6:45 * A.A. (C)
2:00 * Meditation/Labyrinth (A/B)
5:30 * Contemplative Prayer (B)

* St. Paschal (C)

Thursday, April 8
7:30 * Notre Dame (C)
12:00 * AA (C)
12:10 * Book Study (B)

* Prayer Group (P)

Friday,  April 9
9:00 * Anti-Hunger (P)
12:10  * Scripture Study (C)

* Workaholics Anon (B)
* San Damiano (P)

Page Three St. Peter’s Church April 4, 2010

Activities This Week

WEEKEND PRESIDERS
Saturday,  April  3
 7:00 pm - Fr. Kurt Hartrich
Sunday,  April  4
9:00 am - Fr. Paul Gallagher
11:00 am - Fr. Bob Hutmacher
12:30 pm - Fr. Arthur Anderson
6:00 pm - Fr. George Musial

“Coffee and Hospitality”
will be held on April 11  and 25th

after the 11 am and 12:30  pm
Mass.  Please join us for coffee,

cake and conversation.

I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.

— Psalm 118:17
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Not only does this new life in Christ transform us as individuals, but it also should transform
us as a society, as a nation and as an international community. This does not imply that all must be
followers of Jesus Christ (although that is a goal that we would hope for over time) but that all
might be one as Jesus prayed in His High Priestly Prayer. Despite our denominational differences,
we share so many values, hopes and dreams that can bind us together rather than keep us apart
and divide us so strongly. We desire to live together in peace, in a world that respects each other
even when we are not totally united.

However, we must admit that in many respects we are far from this reality as we celebrate
this Easter Day and Easter season. In Iraq many Christians have been killed or forced to flee
their homeland because they live in fear for their lives. Iraqi Christians are among the oldest
Christian communities in the world. They want to stay in Iraq and live their faith in peace. In
Israel, the present administration has declared Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem and the Cave of the
Patriarchs in Hebron Jewish heritage sites. This is a direct affront against the Palestinian people.
Another apparent seizure attempt threatens the Shepherds’ Fields near Bethlehem where tradition
says angels announced the birth of Jesus. Needless to say, we could site many other situations
around the world, but the point is that this new life of Easter needs to pervade our world significantly
in our day, and you and I are the ones who, grateful that we have received it, must do everything
possible to bring it about in a real sense.

May you enjoy this wonderful liturgical season and time of the year. Even if you do not
walk in the Easter parade, strut your belief in the Risen Lord by showing in your words and
actions that Jesus is alive, that He is the source of your joy and happiness, and that God is always
there for you, even in the midst of suffering, disappointment and pain.

Happy Easter to one and all and thank you for making St. Peter’s part of your lives!

EASTER SUNDAY
Today we gather in hope and joy. “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and

be glad!” We gather once more to reflect on all that we have seen and heard in our day-long
celebration, the Easter Triduum. We must not lose sight of the reason why we come together.
Death and life have been locked together in a unique struggle, a battle from the first moments of
creation to its culmination in Christ’s victory over death. We too have engaged in a contest
between the “things above” and the “things below.” Paul reminds us that we cannot celebrate this
feast with the “old yeast” of corruption but with the bread of sincerity and truth.

Often we are like Mary Magdalene, filled with confusion and doubt. We want to believe
that the risen Lord is among us, but we do not know how to find him. Peter and John are
uncertain too and have no answers for us. We must go side by side to gaze into the dark, empty
caverns of our lives. Then slowly, hesitantly, we begin to see and believe. With the disciples of
Emmaus, we who eat and drink with the risen Lord can joyfully testify to his presence in our
midst. Now we must go forth and share our joy with those who have not gathered with us.

For Reflection: Can other people see that Christ is alive in me?
Can I say, “He was dead but now has risen” in my life?
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Working with
Scriptures

Scripture Readings
for April 4

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118; Col 3:1-4
or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9

As a pastoral minister I am occasionally
called upon to greet the mourners at church prior
to a funeral or to preside at a wake or committal
service.  Often, if I have the opportunity to chat with the
funeral director, I will ask him or her what drew them to this
kind of work.  One young man told me that his father,
grandfather and great-grandfather had all been undertakers
and he’d never really considered doing anything else.  A
young woman told the story of having attended her father’s
funeral and of being impressed by the kindness of the
funeral directors.  And another man told of growing up next
door to a funeral home and gradually becoming aware of
the opportunity for closure that the funeral director offered
to those who had suffered the loss of a loved one.

Human history records a wide variety of
preparatory rituals for burying the dead.  For the Jewish
people in the time of Jesus these rituals included washing
and anointing the body (much like what is done today), and
this is essentially what Mary Magdalene and the other
women were prepared to do.  But
since Jesus had been laid in the tomb
on the eve of the Sabbath (Friday
evening) they were prohibited from
carrying out the burial rituals until the
day after the Sabbath (Sunday).
Likely this was what their mothers,
grandmothers and great-grandmothers
had done before them.  Perhaps they
had been impressed by the gentleness
and respect with which the body of a
loved one had been treated and had
come to offer the same gift to Jesus.  Or maybe they simply needed this ritual to provide
closure for their own mourning.

Today, as in the time of Jesus, members of the human community take great care to
respect the bodies of the dead.  As Christians we recognize the presence of the Divine in each
human person.  Like those funeral directors – and like Mary Magdalene and the women who
accompanied her – we use human rituals to affirm and proclaim that death does not have the
final word.

“Christ has died; Christ is risen: Christ will come again.”  ALLELUIA!!

-  Vinal Van Benthem

Readings for the Week
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15
Sunday: Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118; Rv 1:9-11a,

12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31

Saints’ Days and
Observances
Sunday, April 4
Resurrection of the Lord
Monday, April 5
Easter Monday
Tuesday, April 6
Easter Tuesday
Wednesday, April 7
Easter Wednesday
Thursday, April 8
Easter Thursday
Friday, April 9
Easter Friday
Saturday, April 10
Easter Saturday
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30th ANNUAL GOOD FRIDAY WALK FOR JUSTICE
Chicagoans have banded together for the past thirty years to pray the Stations of the

Cross in a somewhat different way on Good Friday. The walk celebrates the issues of justice
that confront our world and each of us by meditating on each one while walking through the
downtown area in a public way while reflecting on what Jesus’ answer might be. All this challenges
us to be strong in faith and to give witness to our beliefs both in word and in deed.

The Walk will begin at the N.E. Plaza at Congress and Michigan at noon and will end at
the Thompson State of Illinois Plaza at Clark and Randolph at approximately 3:00 P.M. For
further information, please contact the organizing committee at 312-641-5151.

CATHOLIC FAITH AND PRACTICE SURVEY
The Archdiocese of Chicago would like to understand the views of Catholics on a range

of topics related to our faith. We would greatly appreciate your involvement in an online survey.
Please note that we are interested in hearing from all Catholics, regardless of how often you
participate in the life of the Church.

All surveys will be anonymous unless participants themselves choose to provide contact
information. To participate in the survey, please go to the Archdiocese of Chicago’s website at
www.archchicago.org and follow the link to the Catholic Faith and Practice Survey.

If you have Catholic friends or family members who you think may not see this
announcement, we would greatly appreciate your help in asking them to fill out the survey as
well. Part of our effort is to understand teens’ views, and we encourage their participation.

The deadline for completing the survey is Friday, April 16.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
May the joy of Easter be with you! Let Worldwide Marriage Encounter help resurrect

the romance in your marriage. The next weekend dates will be April 23-25, June 11-13, September
17-19, and November 5-7. For information, consult the website at www.wwmechicago-gary.org
or call Kris and Jim at 1-800-442-3554. For weekends in Spanish (other dates), contact Oscar
and Luz at 847-675-2119 or Aurelio and Letitia at 773-284-5308.

WORLD CATHOLICISM WEEK AT DEPAUL UNIVERSITY
You are invited to participate in a two-day event entitled “Tradition and Liberation:

Charity in Truth and the New Face of Social Progress,” at DePaul University on April 21-22,
2010. This event is dedicated to the recent papal encyclical Caritas in Veritate on economic
globalization. The opening keynote will feature Archbishop Celestino Migliore, Permanent Observer
of the Holy See to the United Nations and an advocate for “new thinking” at the recent climate
change conference in Copenhagen, Denmark.

The conference will feature internationally recognized theologians, economists, and
business entrepreneurs. The closing address will be delivered by Cardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah
Turkson, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. If you would like further
information, you may e-mail at worldcath2010@depaul.edu or call 773-325-4159.
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES: HAITI UPDATE
As the rainy season approaches, the focus of CRS’ relief effort is moving from food to

housing. CRS has fed some 600,000 people. Many Port-au-Prince residents, their homes either
destroyed or unstable, are living beneath sheets and curtains that provide no protection against
inclement weather.

—CRS has distributed emergency shelter kits, two waterproof tarpaulins, 80 nails,
and 100 feet of rope, to 12,000 families. The materials will be used to construct temporary
structures that should give 60,000 people protection from the rain.

—Markets are reappearing, often out on the streets in front of destroyed buildings.
With foods coming into the city, from the countryside and the Dominican Republic,
CRS does not want to disrupt markets with too many additional food distributions. Our
focus now is on cash-for-work projects so people will have money to shop in the
markets.

—CRS is supporting the employment of scores of Haitians to clean out one of the
main canals in Port-au-Prince, which became cluttered with rubble and other trash in
the weeks after the quake. The canal needs to be cleared both to help restore sanitation
and to avoid flooding when the heavy rains come.

—Providing decent health care is an ongoing challenge. Teams from the University
of Maryland continue to rotate in and out of the St. Francois de Sales Hospital. CRS
helped get the hospital up and running though most of its buildings were destroyed.
Now operation of St. Francois, taking place mainly under tents, must be moved to
another site so the destroyed buildings can be cleared and plans for reconstruction can
be drawn up. Also doctors and nurses from various cities in the U.S., including Chicago,
have continued to come to Haiti usually one week at a time.

—Life in the impromptu camps that now house tens of thousands of Haitians also
comes with health risks. CRS is expanding efforts and resources to get information
about proper hygiene to displaced people.

—Another ongoing concern is the safety and security of children. Even as CRS sets
up safe spaces for children in camps, we are working with the many orphanages we
supported before the earthquake, assessing their needs as they return to providing care.

Thank you for your great response to Catholic Relief Services to this disastrous situation.

“Coffee and Hospitality” will be held on April 11  and 25th after the
11 am and 12:30  pm Mass.  Please join us for coffee, cake and conversation.
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Our deepest thanks and gratitude to:
Over 150 liturgical, musical, hospitality and environment ministers who have assisted

so well and prayerfully at all the grand liturgies of Holy Week and Easter.  Your service and
witness are greatly appreciated by the thousands of people who have prayed with us here at
St. Peter’s.   We do thank by name these people who worked so hard on Saturday, March 27
to clean every statue and pew in church and the choir loft, both sacristies, the font and the
friars’ chapel: Kyle Dwyer, John Weber, Jr., Tom Christoff, Gloria F. Herrera, Steve and Alex
Wallace, Ina Santos, Marie-Helene Konan-Cox, David Napierski, Theresa Brizzi, Phil Gusich,
Christopher Stone, Paul Bucklaw, Phyllis McAuley, Fr. Tan Peter Duc Do, Br. Gary Jeriha
and Mike Dwyer.  May the Risen Lord fill your lives and your Easter season with joy in the
beauty of spring and and may He brighten your hearts with knowledge of eternal life.

- Fr. Bob Hutmacher, ofm

Newly scheduled:  Financial  Workshops
with Peter Wells

Monday,  April 5: Wills/Trusts
Wednesday, April 14: Catastrophic Care
Tuesday,  April 20:   Pre/Post Retirement

Your financial portfolio probably contains many if not all and more of these items:
Checking account, Savings account, Money Market account, cash, stocks,
bonds, Mutual Funds, IRAs, 401k Plan, 403b Plan, thrift plan, pension plan,
annuities, Guaranteed Life Income plan, life insurance, antiques, real estate etc.

While you are alive, you have to manage, grow and protect your assets and at
different stages of your life, the strategies used will change.   At death, your assets will be
distributed according to your will or Trust documents.  Your will/Trust documents should
be integrated with your financial documents to assure efficient transfer of your assets to
your beneficiaries with the least tax liabilities possible.  Leaving certain assets to charity
could be tax efficient.

During retirement, there are two major financial concerns: 1) running out of
money and 2) paying for long-term care costs.  And, of course, if you want to leave a
legacy for St. Peter’s, you can either create one and/or leave assets you currently own.

As you can see, there is much to consider and ponder over. To help you with this
very important process, St. Peter Church offers you a free no obligation service.  For
more information and a review of your current plan, call Peter Wells at 847-543-4886.
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Sophia:  Thomas Merton’s Christ
with Fr. Vaughn Fayle O.F.M.

Mondays:  April 12  and  April 19
12:10 -12:50 pm

Thomas Merton is one of America’s most famous and religious writer’s
whose spirituality was always changing and mining the depth of the
broader tradition. A recent book explores Merton’s Christ in terms of Sophia - the divine
wisdom of God. Join Fr. Vaughn Fayle OFM, as he discusses the book, explores the
repercussions of Merton’s thought for our post resurrection spiritualities and a more universal
concept of Christ in our world and our church.

Fr. Vaughn Fayle, OFM is a frequent presenter at the Chicago Chapter of the International
Thomas Merton Society and on the steering committee for next year’s International Thomas Merton
Conference to be held at Loyola University in Chicago. He is an adjunct professor of the philosophy of
religion at Catholic Theological Union and the recipient of the 2007-8 Shannon Fellowship from the
International Thomas Merton Society for his musical settings of the poetry of Merton, some of which
will be premiered in Louisville in December, 2010.

Sunday and Weekday Collections
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to St. Peter’s collection this

past week.  Your gifts are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
$ 6797 Total Weekday Collection during the week of March 18 - Mar 24, 2010

(An average of $189 for  each of  36 Weekday Masses)
     $ 3675 Total Sunday Collection for Mar 20 & 21

(An average of $735 for  each of  5 Sunday Masses)
  $10472 Total Collection at Sunday & Weekday Masses Mar 18 - Mar 24, 2010

Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilynn Rochon, MA., LCPC
www.repairmyhouse.org

“peace and renewal in the midst of the dispiriting routines of a busy world.”

Repair My House
New Session begins April 14

Wednesdays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm, St. Clare Auditorium

St. Peter’s Young Adult group
St Peter’s Young Adults - First and Third Mondays of the Month - 5:30 to 6:30pm in the
 St Clare Auditorium.  Information: frpaul.stpeter@yahoo.com or Ibarra@cs.depaul.edu
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St. Peter’s Book & Gift Shop
Over 1500 Book Titles Rosaries *
Bibles * Cards   DVD’s * Music
* Gold Medals * Baptism Gifts *

Sterling Silver Medals

Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
312-853-2341

Located on the lower level
of St. Peter’s Church

110 West Madison St, Chicago, IL

Lent & Easter with Francis and Clare of Assisi
Fr. Bob Hutmacher O.F.M. Tuesdays: 12:10 - 12:50 pm, St. Clare Auditorium

April 13: Death & Resurrection in Francis & Clare:
    To die to one’s self is to live!

April 27: The Dynamics of Transformation in Francis and
Clare: 800 Years of new life for the church

May 11: The Paschal Banquet in the writings of Francis
and Clare: Heaven on earth in the Eucharist

For more information, contact Carolyn Jarosz, 312-853-2376 or
carolyn.stpeters@yahoo.com.

Bookstore will close at
5:00 p.m. on Holy Thursday and

3:00 p.m. on Good Friday

Reclaiming Catholicism
Treasures Old & New

Book Study with Fr. Bob Pawell O.F.M.
April 8, 15, 29, May 6

12:10 - 12:50 p.m. St. Clare Auditorium

In this book leading Catholic theologians and spiritual writers mine the treasury
of pre-Vatican II American Catholicism to find spiritual resources for today.  If

you have any questions, please call Carolyn Jarosz, 312-853-2376.


