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I have to admit that I am a “Sports Junkie.”  In my

younger days I was never a great athlete; in fact, I was
somewhat less than mediocre for the most part. I played football
on our grade school team, and I enjoyed the competition and
the team spirit. My basketball acumen was not great because
my coordination left something to be desired, and my lanky
body was far from an asset. I loved to play tennis and to bowl
before my back began giving me trouble, but through it all I
was a great spectator. I knew the rules of most games and
reveled in seeing athletes much better than I put it all together
and execute offense and defense.

Here in Chicago I have become an avid Blackhawks
fan. Previous to this year, hockey was not one of my favorite
sports, but that has now changed. As the regular season is
quickly coming to a close, I am looking forward to the playoffs
and hopefully the Stanley Cup for Chicago. With spring training
going on now, you cannot live in our fair city without at least
getting remotely interested in the Cubs and White Sox. For
years I have been a fan of the St. Louis Cardinals, so I feel torn
as the baseball season is about to begin as to where my interest
and allegiance might take me in the months ahead. As you know,
it is almost impossible to find out any information in The Tribune
or The Sun-Times about any clubs outside Chicago. At least
Sports Center on ESPN is a bit more broad-minded.

But now March Madness has taken over the sports
waves. We have the first and second rounds completed, with
great games ahead for this weekend. I don’t think I have ever
heard so much about “bractology” in years past, but this we
know: many people, including the President, have been knocked
off their feet with Northern Iowa beating Kansas last weekend.
Upsets are the fodder of spectacular fan interest, and there will
surely be more to come in the two remaining weekends.
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You might have caught a piece on the
NBC Nightly News about ten days ago when
they featured a 77-year-old Catholic Sister,
who had mentored the Xavier basketball team
since I think 1985 to make sure that they were
succeeding in their academics along with their
basketball prowess. It made me proud to think
that a Catholic University was doing so well to
not only excel on the basketball floor but also
with their athletes in the classroom. This past
Sunday I spotted an editorial in the Chicago
Sun-Times along the same lines:

The men’s basketball team at Xavier
University is on a roll—and we’re not
talking about its 65-54 victory Friday in the
NCAA tournament.

Since 1985, every senior who has
played on St. Xavier’s team has graduated.
Although some players have left school
before their senior year, the Cincinnati
Jesuit university’s squad still has an overall
graduation rate of 89 percent.

The same editorial goes on to point out
that graduation rates at many other schools in
the tournament are abysmal, including those at
No. 1 seeded University of Kentucky (31
percent), the University of Tennessee (30
percent), and the University of Maryland (just
8 percent). If the teams’ winning percentages
were that miniscule, you can bet the coaches
would be booted off campus faster than a rabid
dog.

But in the real world, low graduation
rates are a much more troubling matter than
basketball losses. The sad numbers tell a story
of student athletes who toil away for years but
leave campus with nothing of value. That’s why
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan’s
advisory proposal recently that schools with
team graduation rates below 40 percent be
ordered to sit out March Madness has a good

deal of merit but is not universally received with
accolades.

Over and above these figures, there are
other problems with some student athletes who,
for the most part, are on full scholarships at their
schools. For example, last month two football
players on the University of Oregon’s varsity
were sentenced in court as convicts: one
(running back LaMichael James) sentenced to
10 days in jail for physical harassment of his
ex-girlfriend and the other (All Pac 10
quarterback and Heisman candidate Jeremiah
Masoli) sentenced to one year’s probation and
140 hours of community service for burglarizing
a frat house in January. Both have also been
suspended for all or part of the coming season
at Oregon.

Something is amiss in our educational
system at all levels. A new study has just found
that the United States ranks in the lower third
among industrialized nations in math and reading.
Because of budget problems at the national and
state levels, districts are having to let teachers
go due to monies owed them not forthcoming
and because next year’s budgets will have to
be trimmed significantly. At the same time, in so
many schools dropout rates are soaring. What
will all of this mean to individuals and to society
in general as the years go on? What jobs will
even be available for these individuals, with all
the implications for welfare considerations, to
say nothing of the lack of values being interiorized
during these formative years?

We cannot afford to keep this present
system going for the good of all. It certainly
points out that our Catholic schools have a real
part to play in remedying this situation. We have
our faults and our problems, but the education
and the formation students receive in a Catholic
school is well worth the time, effort and cost



Monday, March 29
12:10   * Div & Sep (C)
    * DVD - Natural Way to Pray (A/B)
5:00    *  Men’s Group (A)

Tuesday, March 30
12:10 * Debt. Anonymous (C)
4:30 * Notre Dame Faith (A/B)
5:30 * Legion of Mary (P)

Wednesday, March 31
6:45 * A.A. (C)
11:15 * Choir (C)
12:10 * Repair My House (A/B)

* San Damiano (C)
12:15  * Communal Penance Serv

NO Evening Prayer

Thursday, April 1
Holy Thursday
8:15 Morning Prayer (C)
12:00 Mass of the Lord’s supper for

Pastoral Necessity
5:15 Solemn Eucharist of the
    Lord’s Supper w/washing of feet
6:30 Reposition of the Blessed

Sacrament (C)
7:45 Night prayer

Friday, April 2
Good Friday
8:15  Morning Prayer (Ch)
12:15  Solemn Liturgy (Ch)
3:15  Solemn Liturgy (Ch)
5:15  Stations of the Cross (Ch)
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Activities This Week
Saturday, April 3
Holy Saturday

7:00  Easter Vigil
followed by reception in the

St. Clare Auditorium

Sunday, April 4
Easter Sunday

Resurrection of the Lord
Mass at 9:00, 11:00 am,

12:30, 6:00 pm

WEEKEND PRESIDERS
Saturday,  March 27
 5:00 pm - Fr. Paul Gallagher
Sunday,  March 28
9:00 am - Fr. Jim Hoffman
11:00 am - Fr. Bob Pawell
12:30 pm - Fr. Kurt Hartrich
6:00 pm - Fr. Elric Sampson

“Coffee and Hospitality” will be held on
March 28 after the 11 am and 12:30  pm Mass.
Please join us for coffee, cake and conversation.

Next months hospitality will be on April 11 and 28th.
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involved. No system can guarantee that every student will succeed, but our success rate speaks
for itself.

PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
God gave the prophet Isaiah a “well-trained tongue” to rouse the people from their

lethargy. Because the prophet first listened to God, he earned the right to speak to the people.
Although the price for speaking God’s words was often persecution, the prophet did not rebel.
Yet, even though we trust in God to rescue us, in the darkness of suffering we cry out with the
psalmist, “O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but find no rest.” Paul
tells us that our attitude must be that of Christ who, in his passion, willingly united himself to our
frail human nature and accepted even death on a cross.

That is what Eucharist is all about: joining ourselves with Christ’s dying and rising, emptying
ourselves of all control and power over others, and trusting in God’s desire to save us from
everything that disfigures our humanity. At the table with Christ we are all one; no one is greater
than anyone else; each one serves the other. Because Christ has strengthened us in his Body and
Blood, we can say with Peter, “Lord, at your side I am prepared to face death itself.”

We don’t always succeed in our good intentions. We look for the sword and the crown
to overcome our adversaries. It is then that we must listen to Jesus’ words, “Forgive them for
they do not know what they are doing,” and have faith in his promise that one day we will be with
him in paradise. Gratefully we proclaim God’s loving kindness and commend our hearts and
lives into the merciful hands of God who loves us.

For Reflection: How do I deal with suffering and defeat? Do I look forward to
rising  with Christ?

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE
Our final Lenten Communal Penance Service will take place on Wednesday, March 31,

at 12:15 P.M. It will consist of hymns, prayers, Scripture reading, a short homily/reflection, the
opportunity to go to confession face to face with a number of confessors, and then a closing
prayer. The service will be finished around 1:00 P.M. Everyone is invited to celebrate the sacrament
of reconciliation in this form. Please tell your friends and co-workers of this opportunity and
invite them to come along with you. On Wednesday, March 31, this Penance Service will
take the place of the regularly scheduled 12:15 Mass.

Please note that confessions at St. Peter’s will finish being heard during Holy Week on
Holy Thursday, April 1, at 4:30 P.M. This is in accord with the directives of the liturgy commission.
We also have offered ample opportunity for individuals to celebrate the sacrament throughout
the Lenten season. Please plan accordingly so that you will not be left out by waiting until the last
minute.
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Working with Scriptures
“Go into the shop and repair the broken computers

that you will find there – the Master has need of them.”
“Go into the factory and load up the cartons of canned
goods that you will find there – the Master has need of
them.”  “Go into the grocery store and stock the shelves
with the boxes of cereal and cases of fresh produce that
you will find there – the Master has need of them.”  “Go
into the school and teach the children that you will find
there – the Master has need of them.”  “Go into the
hospital and treat the patients that you will find there – the
Master has need of them.”

The list could go on and on – ordinary tasks done
by ordinary people – all in a day’s work – certainly nothing
exciting – much like what we read in today’s Procession
Gospel.  “Go into the village…you will find a colt…untie it
and bring it…the Master has need of it…”  How exciting
was that?  Certainly, if Jesus had asked it, the disciples
would gladly have done more.  But Jesus didn’t ask more.
Because Jesus knew that this ordinary task done by
ordinary people would be sufficient to bring about the work
of salvation.

As we read on in Luke’s Gospel the story continues
to unfold.  Jesus mounts the colt and rides into Jerusalem.  People praise God and proclaim,
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.”  But they don’t really understand.
Soon they will be calling for his crucifixion.  And in three days He will be raised up.  All
because two disciples did what
Jesus asked them to do.

“Repair the computers – so
that business and industry may
grow and prosper.”  “Load and
deliver canned goods, provide
cereal and fresh produce so that the
hungry may be filled.”  “Teach the
children so that they may grow into
adults and create a more just
world.”  “Heal the sick so that their
suffering may be relieved.”  What
would have happened if the
disciples had refused to do what
Jesus asked of them?  What would
happen if we refused to do what
God asks of us?

-  Vinal Van Benthem

Scripture Readings
for March 28

Lk 19:28-40 (procession);
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22; Phil 2:6-11;
Lk 22:14 — 23:56 [23:1-49]

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9;
Ps 89; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21; Lord’s Supper: Ex
12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15
Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31; Heb 4:14-16;

5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42
Saturday:   a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a];

     b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18];
     c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; d) Is 54:5-14;
     e) Is 55:1-11; f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4;
     g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28;
     h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Lk 24:1-12

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118; Col 3:1-4
or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9
or Lk 24:1-12 or (at an afternoon
or evening Mass) Lk 24:13-35

Saints’ Days and
Observances
Sunday, March 28
Passion Sunday
Monday, March 29
Monday of Holy Week
Tuesday, March 30
Tuesday of Holy Week
Wednesday, March 31
Wednesday of Holy Week
Thursday, April 1
Holy Thursday
Friday, April 2
Good Friday of the Lord’s
Passion
Saturday, April 3
Holy Saturday
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THE SACRED TRIDUUM
With Passion Sunday we begin the holiest week of the Church Year. It is the culmination

of our observance of Lent, and it celebrates not only the great sacrifice of the Son of God for
us—his saving suffering, death and resurrection—but also the beginning of our life in Christ with
the Easter Sacraments for the candidates and catechumens. It is a time that hopefully each
follower of Jesus tries to set aside quality time to spend with the Lord in the special liturgies of
Holy Week.

Holy Thursday: We celebrate the institution of the sacraments of the Eucharist and
Holy Orders. The Church commemorates Jesus celebrating the Seder Meal with His
disciples on the night before He died at which he washed their feet as a sign of servant
leadership which he called them and all future ministers to in the Church. Because of
pastoral necessity (so many people having to work in the Loop on this day) we have two
Masses today: one at noon and the other at 5:15 P.M. We encourage you to plan to
participate in one of these services if at all possible. After the second Mass, the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed in the St. Clare auditorium for adoration until 7:45 P.M.
when we will end the day with sung prayer.

Good Friday: Today we commemorate Jesus being arraigned before Pilate, being
scourged, carrying His cross on the way to Calvary, being crucified, dying on the cross,
and being buried in the tomb. It truly is a day of sadness to think that He, innocent of sin
and living among us to show us the way to the Father, was put to death, but that in His
offering of Himself He won our redemption. The liturgy today is somber: relatively quiet,
the proclamation of the Passion, intercessory prayers, veneration of the cross, and the
reception of Communion. At St. Peter’s we have two services: one at 12:15 and the
other at 3:15. We also have the Stations of the Cross at 5:15 P.M. for those who cannot
make the earlier services.

Holy Saturday/Easter Sunday: The Easter celebration is the Easter Vigil Service
which takes place Saturday evening beginning at 7:00 P.M. The church is dark for the
blessing of the new fire and the Easter Candle which will be lit at all the Masses (and
actually throughout the day) during the entire Easter season. It is the beacon of light that
reminds us that Christ is risen and that we all have been raised with Him. It shines as a
beacon that welcomes all those baptized at the Vigil and who have been incorporated
into the Body of Christ. We hear Scripture readings from the Old and New Testaments
that show us how God has prepared His People for this magnificent event. We sing the
Litany of the Saints, bless Easter water, and renew our baptismal promises. And with all
the splendor we can muster, we celebrate Easter joy on this Easter night. A reception
will follow in the auditorium after the Vigil service. The Easter celebration continues on
Sunday with the regular schedule of Masses at 9:00, 11:00, 12:30 and 6:00 P.M.



Page Seven St. Peter’s Church March 28, 2010
Thoughts from the Pastor, cont.

SUNDAY HOSPITALITY
This Sunday, March 28, we will once again host coffee and refreshments in the St.

Clare auditorium on the lower level after the 11:00 and 12:30 Masses. As previously announced,
we plan to do this on the second and fourth Sundays for the foreseeable future. It gives us all a
chance to meet each other and to have some time to get to know each other better while
enjoying a cup of coffee or tea and a bite to eat. We were so pleased that many came down on
March 14, and we hope even more will do so this time.

A SINCERE THANK YOU
In lieu of St. Joseph’s Table, we placed a basket in front of the St. Joseph statue on his

feastday last Friday, March 19. We are pleased to report that people donated $1478.00 in this
basket. We will forward the entire amount to the Franciscan Outreach Association so that they
will be able to continue their programs to feed and give shelter to the poor and homeless. Thank
you so much for your generosity.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Are you an adult who has not celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation? Adult

confirmations will be held during the spring months throughout the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Preparation groups are forming now. To register or for information, please telephone 312-534-
8047 or go to www.catechesischicago.org.

THE OFFICE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE
You are cordially invited to attend A Tribute in Prayer, Word and Song Honoring the

Life and Legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Wednesday, April 7, 2010, at
7:00 P.M. which will take place at Christ the King Jesuit College Preparatory School, 5088
West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois 60644. His Eminence Francis Cardinal George will
preside. For more information, please call the Office for Racial Justice at 312-751-8336.

THE CHILDREN’S BIBLE IN A NUTSHELL
In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness,

and some gas. The Bible says, “The Lord thy God is one,” but I think He must be a lot older
than that. Anyway, God said, “Give me a light,” and someone did.

Then God made the world. He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were
naked, but they weren’t embarrassed because mirrors hadn’t been invented yet. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of Eden. I’m not
sure what they were driven in, though, because they didn’t have cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty
soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or
something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids
was kind of a Ham. Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it. He asked
some other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a rain check.

continued on  page 8
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After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his brother,
Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. Jacob had a son
named Joseph, who wore a really loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses
led the Israel Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on
Pharaoh’s people. These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels and no cable.

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he gave them His Top Ten
Commandments. These include: don’t lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor’s stuff.
Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father and thy mother.

One of Moses’ best helpers was Joshua, who was the first Bible guy to use spies.
Joshua fought the battle of Geritol, and the fence fell over on the town.

After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had
a son named Solomon, who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher says he
was wise, but that doesn’t sound very wise to me.

After Solomon there was a bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah,
who was swallowed by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore. There were also some
minor prophets, but I guess we don’t have to worry about them.

After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the Star of the New. He
was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mom is
always saying to me, “Close the door! Were you born in a barn?” It would be nice to say, “As
a matter of fact, I was.”

During his life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the
Democrats. Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was
so evil that they named a terrible vegetable after him.

Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans
on the Mount. But the Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot.
Pilot didn’t stick up for Jesus. He just washed his hands instead.

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life again. He went up to Heaven
but will be back at the end of the Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.

Sunday and Weekday Collections
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to St. Peter’s collection this

past week.  Your gifts are essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
$ 6255 Total Weekday Collection during the week of March 11 - Mar 17, 2010

(An average of $174 for  each of  36 Weekday Masses)
     $ 3725 Total Sunday Collection for Mar 13 & 14

(An average of $745 for  each of  5 Sunday Masses)
  $ 9980  Total Collection at Sunday & Weekday Masses Mar 11 - Mar 17, 2010
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St. Peter’s Young Adult group
St Peter’s Young Adults - First and Third Mondays of the Month - 5:30 to 6:30pm in the
 St Clare Auditorium.  Information: frpaul.stpeter@yahoo.com or Ibarra@cs.depaul.edu

Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilynn Rochon, MA., LCPC www.repairmyhouse.org
“peace and renewal in the midst of the dispiriting routines of a busy world.”

Repair My House
New Session begins April 7

Wednesdays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm, St. Clare Auditorium

Newly scheduled:  Financial  Workshops
with Peter Wells

Monday,  April 5: Wills/Trusts
Wednesday, April 14: Catastrophic Care
Tuesday,  April 20:   Pre/Post Retirement

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Led by Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.

President and Rector, Franciscan School of Theology
May 22 - June 2, 2010 (with optional extension to Jordan )and Sept 18 - 29, 2010

Tiberias - Bethlehem - Jerusalem - Mt. Zion . . .Land only - $2025 (air, single supplement
and tips extra) For full itinerary call Fr. Mario at 510-280-4327 or email mdicicco@fst.edu

Alaska Creation Cruise
Led by Fr. Bob Pawell O.F.M. and Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero O.F.M.

August 23 - September 3, 2010  Ketchikan - Juneau - Glacier Bay . . .
Land only - $1912 (air, single supplement and tips extra)

For full itinerary, pick up a brochure downstairs or call Sally at 847-991-2500

Sunday Scripture Study with Fr. Lawrence Jagdfeld, O.F.M.
Fridays: 12:10 - 12:50 pm,  in the St. Clare Auditorium (C)

Fr. Lawrence leads discussion on the Scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.
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St. Peter’s Book & Gift Shop
Over 1500 Book Titles

Rosaries * Bibles * Cards
DVD’s * Music

* Gold Medals * Baptism Gifts
* Sterling Silver Medals

Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
312-853-2341

Located on the lower level
of St. Peter’s Church

110 West Madison St, Chicago, IL

Reclaiming Catholicism
Treasures Old & New

Book Study with Fr. Bob Pawell O.F.M.
12:10 - 12:50 p.m. St. Clare Auditorium

March 18, 25, April 8, 15, 29, May 6
In this book leading Catholic theologians and spiritual writers mine the treasury
of pre-Vatican II American Catholicism to find spiritual resources for today.  If

you have any questions, please call Carolyn Jarosz, 312-853-2376.

Continues This Week

Lent & Easter with Francis and Clare of Assisi
Fr. Bob Hutmacher O.F.M. Tuesdays: 12:10 - 12:50 pm, St. Clare Auditorium

April 13: Death & Resurrection in Francis & Clare:
    To die to one’s self is to live!

April 27: The Dynamics of Transformation in Francis and
Clare: 800 Years of new life for the church

May 11: The Paschal Banquet in the writings of Francis
and Clare: Heaven on earth in the Eucharist

For more information, contact Carolyn Jarosz, 312-853-2376 or
carolyn.stpeters@yahoo.com.


